
BE'ftO!lii. TttEEVIDENTlAR\' l'Al'IEL Oll'THE 
STATE BAR DISTRICT N'O. 4•1 GIUEV,A.NCE COIYIMITTEE 

COMMJSSJ(.}N Fon LAWVER l)ISCIJ'l.ll'm, § 201406873 IJAN1£ PATTESON) 
§ 

Pctitloncl', § 

~ 
v, § lt.'\RRJS COl.}NT\', T2'(AS 

§ 
1\1ARK L. RONSAKER, § 

§ 
Rgsflondtnt. § 

JUDGMENT OF DISDARMEl'IT 

Ort Sep1c1nber JS.2016, ~MJcto be liel\Td, lhe above~cyled and 11umbered cause. f'etilloner, 

tile CO(\itMJSSrt>N 'FOR LAWYER DISCJJ>L[Nlt, Dj)p~11red tzy end thro1.11~h i!s abomey of 

record, Shmioon Br1!nux Sauceda, AssiSllllll Of~c1plinary Counsel., and 'l!Ilnounccll ready. 

Re!ip0ndcr1t, MA~< L, rIONSAKER (hereinafter, referred to !IS ··'R~niient"), Texus Bar Number 

00795425, nppcJJred rn person 1111d,ennounced rtady. 

J11risd.fotionJ1nd Ven= · 

Tf!e,E"videntiary Panel 4-1, having been duty ilppointed lo heilT !his co111plllint by lhe:chair of 

·(hc Griev1111ce C'omm11tec for Sr A 11:'. Bt1R Of T£ltAS-Distticr4, finds that 1\.has jiJrlWl¢tion ove:r l~e 

pat1ies'811Jftlic:r.subje:cl m111tcrcflhis.actian lll\d that venue Is proper. 

P1·ofcssiorml Misconduct 

The fvjden!illl'Y Pnnel, having considered nil 9f the plcadincs. cvj<lcncc, stipolalions 11nd 

arg11tr1e11(, finds· Respondent hes co:mmltted Pl'Of41s~ional Misconduct as defined by Rolci J ,Oti{W) qF 

lhc· TEXt.S RULES 011 QJSf,IPLINAR V' PROCEDURE, 

Judcmcnt e:( Olibfirlne11l 
11~~· I of u 



Findings ofF,,ict 

The Evidcnlituy f!aru:I, having considered the pleoduigs, uvfdeJl~e and !ITQument Qf ooun~l, 

lt'lnke.& lhe following findings of incl 11rul conaluslo11s Qf]ow: 

I . ~spandenl is an attomey jlt!~nsed to ;prac1ice law in Texas Md isn member of lhe STA TE 
8Aft OF· TE.XAs. 

2. At ))le lime or thc i11s~lutipn of tlM &uil, l{csppndent was o 1csident of Hanis Co~tnty, 
Texas. 

3. Rt'SJ)ondent (ailed to ~ell)) Janie Patterson's funds in n·separalc 1rusLoccµun1,. 

4. ResjlOndent failed to proroµlly deliver to 111llie Patteson turidi; that she ·was enl!tled to 
rec<:ive. 

5. llc!sporidefll owes restllulio11 in the amount of'T'wdve Thot1sand and No/ I 00 DollllrS 
(S 12,000.00) piiynt.,le to Ja111e Piltte~on. 

6. Thi; Chief Disciplinary Counsel of the STATE BAR OrT£XAS !iBs· h1cU1Tcd reasonable 
;;uomeys• fees und dire<;t expenses 11:ssoeh1ted with lhi& Diiclplinai-y Pr~cedil!S. In the 
cninum of Two Thousand Six Hundred Seve11ty-fll'c wid Noll 00 .Dollars ($2,675.00). 

Co11clusion5 or Law 

'The Ev!dentlwy Pl)ne) conoludes that, ~d on f9fe1;1oi11g findings of fo1.11 !he following 

TEXASD1sct~UN;\RY llUl.tlSOI' P!!Of"ESSIONAL COND\JCT have.boera vlolate(I: l ,H{11) ta lqwyetslmll 

!\Old funds and othe1 p.-opercy, belonging.in Whole 01' Tfl part to clients or thit<:l per~ons tha:1 are Inn 

lawyer's possession In rom1ccUon with a rcpresentalio11.scpiut1te'from the lawyer's own PfOJ;iertY. in o 

separate account, designu1cd ll! ~ ulrUst"-01· "escrow" ac~l)ltrl!, mointolnecl in Uie sl:ite, Where the 

h1wyel" S·Office is situu1ed; or el~Wh\:ro wilJ1 the wnsent;nf the client or tl1ird pefllGn ]; .rul,t'i ] ,J 4(b) 

(upon rccel~h\g fund5 f?r other pn:,peny in which n c;Jient 'Of ll1/i>d p.rson has .11n fo!el'e<il, 11 lwwyet· 

:shall promptly dell ver lo the d lenl or thi\'(I pi.r&on uny flmds or ether pl'<lt;>er;y <hal the cJienl or th.rd 

p.erson fs entitled {(} receive J. 

Jfidcmtntpf bislinrment 
J!);~•lcf8 



Snncllon 

tbe Evidential)' 'f>aJiel, having foUnd RQspoodenl lmscommitted Professionol Misconduct, 

hcmd and considered l)dditional o\l!dcmce regiirding llie: appropti!lte Sllnclion to he imposed ogahi$t 

RcspQn<J~nt, Afler }lenring QII evidcnu-01Hl,nrgumen1411d after having coosidered tbc faolors in Ruht 

2,18 of /he TEXAS RULE Of DtSCl1'LINI\R,\" PROCEDURE, tho Evid¢ntiary Panel tinds 11!9.l proper 

diS¢i-ptinoof1he Ttesponden( for ~u.cb 11.cr of'Professiooal Misconduct Is DrSflARMENT. 

Disbarment 

!iis lhcrcforeORDltRltO; t\IIJU.DGEDand OECR!ilEO 1.hou:;l:lcctivc September 16, 20 I 6; 

Responde11t, MARIC L, liONSAKER, S1~1e Bar Number 00795425, is,hc~liy DISBARR.li;D from 

the prootice of low in the Sta1e•oftexns. 

Jt is fu{11\er ORI!EREP Re~pondeot ls prohibited .frnln practicing luw in iexns, l\Oldint'. 

himself out ~11n 11Uon1ey aHnw, pcrfom1il}g11ny legal.services fpro1hcrs, accep1fngany!lccdlre<?1ly 

Qr indiroclly for legni .scrvic~s. ~J)pWing as ~umcl or in any r~presenrali'\'c c;~pac.ity in uny 

proceeding in Dllf Te:xns coun or Jlefore any administrative body or holdinl); himselfolit to others or 

using his name, in 1111y manner, in conjtll'l¢tion with the- wonfo "ottomcy nt lnw," "11Uomuyt 

"counselor at l'aW.;'' ot "lal'l}'er." 

Notllis;atron 

II !s furl.her ORD'EfU~D R.cspondcnl sl11111 immediately noti fy eacli on,rs current cl!ents in 

wrilingofthis disbanncnt, Jn arldltion,19 sucl1 noti!'i¢t1lion, ltcspQndent is ORDERED ca terum any 

files,. p~per.;, uneanied monies and o(her property belo11ging to clicints and Conner 0lfon1s ia the 

R,espgnde11t's possession to Ille re&pective ciicmts or Jbrmer clients or 10 another nttomcy al the 

client's or fonni:r clfont's,rcqucsl Respondent1s I\Jtthcr01U>EREO 10 file with tl,cSrArliBAlH1F 

TEXAS. Chief Di~Jpftoaty C~unS'el's Ollfc<n J>:O. Bolt l;i4~7, Austin.. TCXll$ 78''/t 1-24S7 ( 1414 

Judcm~ttt of DM,artnc;nt 
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Coluiado St., A'ostrn, Thxru; 71f70 I) w'i1i1In Ouny (3\T} l.laYs of tt,e.slg11ing of Ibis J11qg111ent by tlle­

f>anol Choir, 1111 affidavi1 stating that all current clients liave been notified or Res~(l1l(fc'nt's 

disb,umen1 .and thnl nll tiles, papers, rno11ie:;.1111d1ml1er proparcy helongu1g to all clients and former 

clients have been {l;turnea ns ordered herein. 

It is further ORDl!}R.ED Respondent shell, on or before lhirty tJO) days from,the signing at' 

t11l;1 .tudgm,i,,1 by the Panel Chmr, notify in writin11> enoh «nd uve!}' justice or 111<: peace, jtldQe-, 

magistrate, ndtni111st.,tlive j udge or officer !llld c~iefj11s1i.r:1,1· of ca1;;h and ~very coun or 1ribunnl in 

WhichRespondcmt ha$ any ma tier penaln~ i>f thctcrius of thls J11dg111e111, the styleancf cause number 

of the pending matler(s),.nn(I the·nwne, nddrcss and telephone numbcroftlje ,;l!ent{S) ~espondenl is 

represen1ing, Respondem is f\lrthcr OIU}EllED 19 m~ with llre S'r11m B1111 OF TsxJ\S, Chier 

Disciplinnry Counsel's Offi~e, P.O, B0o1: 12487, Auslio, Texas 7871 t-2~87 (1414 Colorado St,. 

AU$1ilJ, TelCns 7870r), \Villifr1 thirty (30) d11ys of the sigriing oftlliSJudt111c11l by Che Panel Chair, an 

atndavlt stating that ench ·1md every justice of lhc: P,Cace,judge, mngistrate,,administrat,ve jlfdge or 

offieer und chief juslice )1As rcwl.yed written 11otlce of the t~mts of this .l11dgme111. 

Sur.rendt,c or Liccns11 

It Is Curthcr OfIDERED Rqpondeni shall , within iliirty (30) doy6 of Ibo signlng of thin 

J11dg11111/1/ by lhe l'anel C:hu.ir,,surrende1• his law liten$e.und penniJilent St;ite 8,ir Curd to the STAT£ 

S-Alt. Of T6XAS1 Chief Disciplinruy Counsel's Office, P.O, Box 1241!7, Austfi1, l'e1>us 78711•2481 

( 1414 C'olotli/11) St., Austhi, Texus 78701), lo be lbzwarded lo 1he SUPl'\EMECOUltTOFToXI\S. 

J,3,sstitution, Attorneys' Fccs,nnd Eii:pcnsc.s 

ll.js futtlicr O(U.)ERED Respondent shall pay r~stitution onor bofo1~ thirty (.:}O) dcysofUw 

signfng of !his ,!ttdg11111tr1, to Janie Pnttesl)n in the amount ofTwolv~ Thousand and No/J 00 Dollars 

($ 12;000.00). Respondent shail poy the resthution by -cnjfied or ~hier's check or manL!}' ord¢r 

,ludt;;tt1tutt;f Di1bu1nqnt 
Pl\sehrl> 



made pqyoLJt!. 10 }Mi\: !"otl~-vn arra imllvered 10 die SllATE 6Af( Of T'ExAs, ChiefDisi;1plimuy 

Counsel's 0!11t,;e, J>,O. Box 124871 AU.!;tin, Texas 78711-1487 ( 1414 Co!orllcfo SI., ALJstin; Texss 

7ll-701). 

Jt ir, rurthcr ORDERED R,espcudenl snail pny nll reasonable and noce.s.~aiy attorneys• Jc!es 

lltid dire,;:1 Cl,!1!:!l!iCS lo the s ·rATE BAR•OI' 'i'EXAS in the UiflOUltl of'T\VQ Thousand Sill Hundred 

Sevcnly,Fivc llO<i No/100 Doliars ($2,675.00), The piwment sl1alf be due 110d paynble on or hefnre 

1hirzy (30) days or tne stt;nins af lhis J1«Jgmem; Md sh~U be made by cer1Hied or caskler':i.cfwck or 

mo,1ey Qrdet, llespun<lent shall forwatd the funds, made-payable to.the Sr A re aAR or TEXAS, to lhe 

STATE BAR OFT!!XAS, ChiefDisclplil1i\fY Counsel's·Offi~, J>.0. Box 12487,.Auslin, Tc110$?87f [-

2487 ( 1414 Cotqmdo St., Austin, Tcxus 78"101), 

It Ill furlhcr ORDERED that 1tll amounts. ol"tered he['C!in UR! due lo the: ti1is·i;o11d\l.:t of 

Responde11t nnil orel!Sstss¢d ns a part ofthe sonolion in =ordMCO·Whh Rule I .OIS(Z) nfthe T~s. 

Rut.es or DJSctPI.INI\IW PROCllDUil"E, .Any 11mo11nt not paid s~all ;1¢<,rue tntorestat the max1mum 

legal tale per lillllUm until paid ®d tlje STATE BAil. OF'l'E>IAS shall have all wrlls and otli<f post• 

judgment temcdies against ~C!lpundc111 in ~rder 10 collect air unpaid nmounts. 

Publication 

h iir fu11ner ORDERED this dlsbrumerH shot! bu mnde o mnlter of record and ilPP!'OJ>rilllely 

published in 11ccord!.lnctrWlth thJ? n.xAS·RuLES er-DISCIPLINAI\V PitOCEOURl:. 

Conditions Precedent to Reinstlllemcnl 

11 is further ORDERED payment of th<? l'oreJ;oiqg rostilUliott and attorneys' fees and 

ei,penses amounts sl)oJI be.- « 9ondilion prec:cdent to nny ,ons1deration of reinstnlcmt;nt .from 

tllsb1umen1 us provided by R,ules 2.19, 2.20 nnd )l .Q2(D) of \be 1,'EXAS RULES OFt>ISCIP!.:tN11RY 

PROCEDURE. 

JuggmJpl or Qlfbnnunt 
fli,geS,rl) 



Other Rclfaf 

All r11qucs1cd ri.lief not exp1psly grMtcd herein is·i:x·pr¢'ssly DENlED. 

SIGNED thi~ t'l~a,, of S(pi(nJ;,t.,J , '7Jll6, 

~g:i'tH:nt gr Oiihtrmt.nt 
f'l\rr~ot6 


