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Appellant DAWN M, KORMAN (“Appellant™), Respondent in Cause No,

A0121214927, Commission for Lawyer Discipline v. Dawn M, Korman, pending before the

Evidentiary Panel for State Bar District No. 08-06, hereby files her Notice of Appeal of the

Default Judgment of Partially Probated Suspension (“Default Judgment™) signed by Mark S.

Whitaker, District 8-6 Presiding Member, pursuant to Texas Disciplinary Rule 2.24,

Timeliness of Appeal

Appellant files this appeal within 30 days of the date she was served, in person, via a

process server, with the underlying Default Judgment. This was the first time she received

notice of the Default Judgment.

Key Dates:
March 26, 2014

April 3, 2014

April 26, 2014

May 21, 2014

NOTICE OF APPEAL

Default Judgment signed. See attached Exhibit A.

Default Judgment mailed to Appellant, never received. See

Exhibit A,

Default Judgment personally served on Appellant. See Exhibit A

and attached Exhibit B,

Date of this Notice of Appeal

PAaGE1
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Relevant Procedural Rules

Texas Rule of Disciplinary Procedure 2.21 requires that 2 Respondent be notified in
writing of the Judgment of an Evidentiary Panel, and further requires the notice to state that any
appeal to BODA be filed within 30 days of the “date of the notice.” TEX. R. DISCIPLINARY P.
2.21.

Texas Rule of Disciplinary Procedure 2.24 provides that a Respondent or the
Commission may appeal a judgment of an Evidentiary Pane] to the Board of Disciplinary
Appeals. The appeal must be filed within 30 days from “the date of the judgment.” TEX.R.
DISCIPLINARY P, 2,24,

Texas Rule of Disciplinary Procedure 1.03 requires that the Rules be “broadly
construed,” in part to ensure the integrity of the disciplinary process. TeX. R. DISCIPLINARY P.
1.03.

Board of Disciplinary Appeals Internal Rule 4.02(a) clarifies TRDP 2.21 by providing
that the “date of notice” as used in TRDP 2.21, is the date the Judgment was signed by the
Evidentiary Panel. BODA INTERNAL RULE 4,02(a).

Argument on Timeliness

Appellant believes this Notice of Appeal is timely filed, based on the Texas Rules of
Disciplinary Procedure’s clear intent that a respondent (or the Commission for that matter)

receive notice of 2 Judgment, and have a time period in which to appeal a decision of the

Evidentiary Panel. See Tex., R, Disciplinary P. 2.21, 2.24, 1.03.
In this case, the Default Judgment was signed on March 26, 2013. On April 3, 2014, in

accordance with Rule 2.21, the Commission for Lawyer Discipline attempted to provide notice

NOTICE OF APPEAL ' PAGE 2
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of the Default Judgment via regular mail and certified mail, return receipt requested, addressed to
Appellant. Appellant, however, never received these mailings.

Apparently in a further attempt to comply with Rule 2,21, to ensure notice, the
Commission for Lawyer Discipline engaged a process server who hand-delivered the Default

Judgment to Appellant at her home, on April 26, 2014. This was the first time Appellant had

notice of the Default Judgment taken against her.
Rule 2.24 provides that a notice of appeal must be filed within 30 days of the date of the

Judgment. In this case, the date of the Default Judgment is March 26, 2014, 30 days from which
is April 25, 2014. Thus, in this case, a strict application of this rule yields the absurd result
that Appellant was required to file her notice of appeal on or before April 25, 2014, before
she even had notice of the Default Judgment.' In this case, starting the 30 days from the March
26, 2014 date of the Default Judgment effectively bars any appeal by Appellant. This result is
inconsistent with the intention of the Rules, which clearly is that Appellant: (1) receive notice of
the Default Judgment; and (2) have a chance to appeal.

Instead, the Rules should be intexpreted broadly, in a manner that ensures the integrity of
this disciplinary process. See TEX. R. DISCIPLINARY P. 1.03. That can be accomplished in this
particular case, by interpreting the Rule 2.24 time period in light of Rule 2.21°s notice
requirement, In this case, a narrow interpretation of Rule 2,24 conflicts with Rule 2.21°s notice
requirement, because no notice at all was given before the expiration of the time period to

appeal. On the other hand, the application of these rules to this set of facts can be harmonized if

' The same argument applies equally to BODA Internal Rule 4.02(2), which, consistent with 224, effectively
provides that the date of the judgment is the date from which the period to appeal runs. See BODA INTERNAL RULE
4.02(a). Appellant’s appeal would be barred in this case, when there has been a complete absence of notice, under a
strict interpretation of 4.02(a).

NOTICE OF APPEAL PAGE3
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the date Appellant received notice of the Judgment, April 26, 2014, is used as the starting date
for the 30-day appeal period.

Finally, as a matter of constitutional due process, a disciplinary process that involves
suspension must provide actual notice to a respondent. It is insufﬁcient to argue that the signing
of a judgment itself provides “constructive notice,” because for one, nothing in the TRDP or the
BODA internal rules provide as much: and further, the Rules themselves implement a notice
requirement in 2.21. If constructive notice was constitutionally sufficient, why the additional
notice requirement in 2.21? Furthermore, mailing a judgment of suspension, even certified
mailing, without proof of receipt, fails to comply with due process considerations.

REQUEST FOR HEARING

Pursuant to Rule 4.07, oral argument is requested on this appeal,

WESsT, WEBB, ALLBRITTON & GENTRY, P.C.,
1515 Emerald Plaza

College Station, Texas 77845-1515
Telephone ~ (979) 694-7000

Facsimile ~ (979) 694-3000

260 Addie Roy Road, Suite 110

Austin, Texas 78746
Telephone ~ (512) 501-3617

Facsimile ~ (979) 694-8005 7
By: gb; £ |
GAINES WEST
State Bar Nb. 21197500

E-mail: gaines. west@westwebblaw.com
JENNIFER D. JASPER.

State Bar No.: 24027026

E-mail: jennifer. jasper@westwebblaw. com
ATTORNEY FOR RESPONDENT,
DAWN M. KORMAN

NOTICE OF APPEAL PAGEY4

05/21/2014 5:43PM (GMT-05:00)



MAY. 21. 2014 5:36PM WEST, WEBB, ALLBRITTON&GENTRY NO. 0610 P. 8

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

In accordance with BODA. Internal Procedural Rule 4.01(c) and TRAP 9.5, this
document is served on the Commission for Lawyer Discipline, through its counsel of record, as
indicated below on the 21% day of May, 2014

Rebecca Stevens VIA FACSIMILE (. 512)427-4167
Assistant Disciplinary Counsel

Office of the Chief Disciplinary Counsel

P.O. Box 12487

Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 7871102487 0
20—

NOTICE OF APPEAL PAGES
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EXHIBIT A
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STATE BAR OF TEXAS
DELIVERED: igé_; _4{4_

by: JOfﬁ Z
Assured Civil PFaPEsE Agency

Office of the Chief Disciplinary Coungel

April 3, 2014

Dawn M. Korman Via CMRRR 7012 3460 0001 0081 5453
2302 Candle Ridge Trail and Via Regular US, Mail
Georgetown, Texas 78626

Re:  A0121214937
Cornmission for Lawyer Discipling v. Dawn M. Korman

Dear Ms. Korman:

After copsidering al of the evidence and testimony presented in the ahove-referenced
Evidentiary Proceeding, the Evidentiary Panel (letermined thar you have committed Professional
Misconduct as set forth in the enclosed disciplinary judement.

Pugsuart to the Texas Rules of Disciphnary Procedure, you have 2 right to appeal the judgment,
An appeal, if taken, is perfected when a written notice of appeal is filed with the Board of
Disciplinary Appeals ("BODA™), P. O, Box 12426, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas, 78711, The
notice of appeal must be filed with BODA within thirty (30) days of the date the chair of the
evidentiary panel signs the judgment. See BODIA. Internal Procednsal Rule 4.02(s). Appeals are
ﬁfﬂnber govemed by Tex. R. Disciplinary P. 2.74 and Section 4 of BODA’s Internal Procedural
Rules. ,

Please be advised that any judgment conditions requiring compliznce will be regularly ronijtored
and enforeed by the Office of the Chief Disciplinary Counsel,

If any sanetion other than a private reprimand has been imposed, all documents, statements, and
othet information coming to the attention of the Evidentiary Panel may be made public,

S'Emraly,
Rebecea (Beth) Skvens
Assistant Disciplinary Counsel

Office of the Chief Disciplinary Counsel
Staite Bar of Texas

RES/smh
Enclosure: Default Judgment of Partially Probate:! Suspension

P.O- Box 12487, Capitol Station, Austin, Texits 78711-2487, § 124271350, 512.427.4167 (Fax)
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BEFORE THE EVIDENTIARY PANEL FOR
STATE BAR DISTRICT NO. 06-6 STATE BAR OF TEXAS

COMMISSION FOR LAWYER ¢
DISCIPLINE, "
Petifinter *
: R Al 21214837
v_ -
L |
DAWHN M. KORMAN, .
Respandant %
DEF NY OF 1 TED N
Parties and Appeoarance

On March 20, 2014 came to be heard the above styled and numbarad eauss,
Petitioner, Commiggion for Lawyer Disciplirie:, appesred by and through s attomey of
record and announced ready, Respondsnt, Dawn M. Konnan, Texas Har Number
11882400, although duly served with the Evidertiary Petition and notics of this defaut and
sanctions hearlng, falled in appear.

Juriadictisn and Vanie

The Evidentlary Panel 64 having been duly appointed o hear this complaint by the
chair of the Grievance Commitise for Stata Bar of Texas District 8, finds that It has
jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter of this action and that venue is proper.

Dafault

The Evideniary Panet finds Respandent was propedy served with the Evidentiary
Petifion and that Regpandent failed to timely file a responsive pleading fo the Evidentiary
Petition as required by Rule 2.17(B) of the Texas Rules of Disciplinaty Procedure
Accardingly, the Evidentiary Panal finds Respondent in default and further finds that )
Tacts alleged in the Evidentiary Pefition are deemed true pursyant to Rule 2.17(C) of the

Crea8
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Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procadurs.

nil et

The Evidentiary Panel, having considered all of the pleadings, evidence,

stipulations, and argument, finds Respondent has cotmmitied Professionai Misconduet as

defined by Rule 1.06(W) ofthe Texas Rutes of Disciplinary Proesdure.

Findings of Faet

The Evidentiary Pans!, having considered the pleadings, evidence and argument of

counsel, makas the following findings of fact and conclusions of law:

CFe16

1. Respendent is an attomey licensed to practice law in Texas and is a membier of

the State Bar of Texas,

- Respondent resldes fn and maintains her principal plece of practice in

Willamson Gounly, Texas.

On ar about Oetnber 1, 2012, Complainant, Sheila Stine, hirad Respondmnt,
Dawn Konnan, fo represent her in a divorzs case that wag previously filed by
Cemplainant's hyeband. Complaant paid Respendanta $2,500 advariced fae,

performing the mquired legal work. Respondent did not file @ nofice of
appearance or any pleadings on Complainant's behalf, Complainant repeatedyy
askedl for slatus updates and was unahls ObiEin 4 substantive rfesponse,
Complainant requasted copies of ary wark performed by Respondent byt nons
was forthcumiig. Complainantfired Respondent on ar about October 31,2012
She asked for a return ¢f the advance fos and fetum of her file but Respondent
orovided neither. Complainant also requested an gccounting of the sdvangey
fea but Respondent failed to provide one.

. Respandent was given nolice of the complaint of Sheila Sfine by the Chief

Disciplinary Counsef o or about February 8, 2013, Respondentwas directed
fumish a writien responsa to the complaint within thirty days, Respondent faileel
to fumish a written respanse to the cemplaint a8 direcied.

- The Chief Disciplinary Counse! of the State Bar of Texag has incumed

reasoneabla stiomaye’ faes and diract expenzes associated with Hus Qisciplinary
Procaeding in the amount of $1,350.50,

0572172014 5:43PM (GMT-05:00)
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8. Respondentowes rastitution in the umount of $2,500.00 payabie 1 Sheila Stne.
Conclusions of Law

TI:ra Evidentiary Pane! concludes that, based on foregoing findings of fagt, the
following Texas Discipiinary Rules of Prafessional Conduct have been vistatad: 1.01(b)(1),
1.03(=), 1.14¢b), 1.15(d), 8.04(a)(1) and B,04(a)(8).

Sanction

The EvldenﬁawPangL having found that Respondent has commitied Professional
Misconduct, heard and considered additional evidence regarding the appropriate santtion
fo be imposed against Respondent. After hearing all evidenca and argument snd afiar
having considered the factors in Rule 2.18 of the Texas Rujes of Diseipfinary Procedure,
the Evidentiary Panef finds that the proper disciptine of the Respandent for each act of
Professional Misconduct is a Partially Probated Suspension.

Accordingly, it s ORDERED, ADJUDGER and DECREED that Respendent be
Suspencded from the practics of law for & pariod of three (8) years beginning April 15, 2014,
and ending April 14, 2017. Provided Respondent complies with the following terms and
corditions, Raspandart shall be actively suspendsd from the practice of law for a pariod of
six (8) manths beginning April 15, 2014, and ending Octaber 14, 2014. If Respondant
complies with all of the followinyg ims and condltions timely, tha thirty (30} manth period of
probated suspension shall bagin on October 15, 2014, and shall end on April 14, 2617

1. Respondentshall pay all reasonable and necassary attorney's fees and diregt
expenses to the State Bar of Texas in the amount of $1,950.00. The payment
ghall he due and payabla on er befare April 15, 2014, and shall be made
cariffied ar cashier's chack ar money order, Raspondent ahall farward the fungs,

made payable 1o the State Bar of Tesxas, Chief Disciplinary Counsel's Office,
P.0. Box 12487, Austin, TX 78711-2487 (1414 Colorado St Austin, T% 78701 )

0572172014 5:43PM (GMT-05:00)
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2. Respondent shall pay reatitution on or before April 15, 2004, to Sheila Stine in
the amount of $2,500.00. Respondent shall pay the resfitufion by certified or
washier's check of money onder made payable fn Shetla Stine and defiverad fo
the State Bar of Texas, Chief Discipiinary Counsel's Office, P.O, Box 12487,
Austin, TX 78711-2487 (1414 Colarado St., Austin, TX 78701).

3, Forthe year2014, in addiion fo comiplying with the Minimum Continuing Legal
Education (MCLE) raquirements of the State Bar of Texas, Respondent ghall
campleta sl (8) additonal hows of cantinuing legal education in the area of
Ethics, These addifional hours of CLE are to be compisted before Octnber 15,
2014. Within ten (10) days of the completion of these additional CLE haure,

4. Inaddition to complying with the Minimum Continuing Legal Education (MCLE)
raquirements of the State Bar of Texas, Respondent shall completa tiiree (3}
additional hours of continuing legal edusafion in the area of Law Prachice
Management These oddifisnal Sours of CLE ars to b# completad befors
October 15, 2014. Within fan (10} days of the completion of these additiong]
GLE hours, Respondent shalt veriiy completion of the course to the State Barof
Texas, via USPE: Office of the CIC, State Bar of Texas, P.O. Bax 12487,
Austin, TX 78711-2487; or via Dalivery: Offise of the CDC, State Bar of Texas,
1474 Colarado St Suite 200, Austin, TX 78701,

5, Law Practice Manugement Consultation: Respandent is ordered to engaga tha
senvices of a law practice management consultant qualified by training and
experiance to conduct reviews of law practice managermant systems fur solo
praciitisners. Respondent is ordered tn partigipate in goad falth in this review
ana 1o completa the consultation by October 15, 201<. Tha conaultant will
produce a wiitter feport on the adequacy of the systems currently in place fo
manage Resporident's law prastice, o adequately supervise the effice staff and
fo insure effective communication with clierrs. Withiry fen (10) days of the
completion of the Law Office Mansgament Fragram Cansultation, Respondent
shall vetify completion of the consultation to the State Bar af Texas, via USFS:
Office of the CDC, Stats Bar of Texas, P.O. Box 12487, Austin, TX 78741-2487-
or via Delivery; Office of the CDC, Stain Bar of Texag, 1414 Colorado &t Suite
200, Austin, TX 76701.

6. Respondent shall make contact with the Chief Discipiinary Counse!l's Officas’
Compliance Monitor at B77-853.5535, ext. 1334 and Special Programs
Coordinator at 877-953.5535, ext. 1323, not later than seven (7) days affer
racaipt of & copy of this fudament ic coordinate Respondent's sampliance,

(=25
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Should Respondent fail to esmply with all ofthe above terms and conditions tmely,
Respondsnt shall remain actively suspanded until e date of compliznce or until April 14,
2017, whichever oceurs first.

e of ion

il further ORDERED that during the tern of active suspansion ardered hersin, or
that may be imposed upon Respondent by the Board of Disciplinary Appeals as a resuft of
a probetion revocation proceeding, Respandent shall be prohibitad from practicing law In

' Texas; holding herseff cut as an attomey at law; performing any legai services for offvers:
aggepting any fee directly or indirectly for legel services: appearing as ¢ounsel or in any
representative capacily in any proceading in any Texss or Federal caurt or before any
administraitve body; erholding herself out to athers or using her name, in any manner, in
conjunction with the words “atforney at law,” “atiomey," “csunselor at law,* or “lawyer.”

it s further ORDERED that, on or before April 15, 2014, Respondent shall nofify
sach of Respondent's current clients and opposing counsel in wifing of tris suspansion,

In addition ta such nofification, itis further ORDERED Respondent shafl refurm any
files, papers, uneamed monies and other property helonging to surrent clenls In
Respondent's possession (o tha respective clients or to another atiorney at tha client's
rquest,

it is further ORDERED Raspondent shall file with the Stuta Bar of Texas, {hisf
Bisciplinary Counsel's Office, P.Q, Box 12487, Austin, TX 78711-2487 (1414 Calorado 5t.,
Austin, TX 78701) on ar hafora May 1, 2014, an affidavit stafing all current eliants and
opposing counsét have besn notified of Respondent's suspension and that all files, papers
manies and ather property betonging to ali curment clents have besn returned as ordereq

GFo.18
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hecair,

it is further ORDERED Respandent Shall, on or befare April 15, 2014, notify
Writing each and every justice of the pesce, judge, magistrats, sdministrativa judge or
ofiicer and chief justice of each and Bvery court ar tribunal in which Respandent has any
matter pending of the terms of this judgment, the slyle and causa number of the pending
matter(s), and the name, address and felenhone number of the client(s) Respondent s
reptatanting.

It is further ORDERED Respondent shall file with the State Bar of Texas, Chief
Disclplinary Counsel's Office, P.0. Bux 12447, Austin, TX 78711-2487 (1414 Golorada St,
Austin, TX 78701) on or bafore May 1, 204 4, an affidavit stating Respondent has notified
in writing esch and every justice of the peace, judge, maglsirate, and chief justice of each
ar every court in which Respondent has anymatterpendmgafmatetmsofthisjmgmm
ihe sftyle and cause number of the pending matter(s), and the name, address aml
tslsphang number of the client(s) Recpondent is repregenting in Court,

Itls further ORDERED that, on or before May 1, 2014, Respondent shall surrander
het law license and permanent State Bar Card t the State Bar of Texas, Chiof Disciplinary
Counszel's Offies, P.O. Box 12487, Austin, TX 78711-2487 (1414 Colorado St., Austin, TX
78701), to be forwanded to tha Supreme Court of Texag.,

~ Tormm of Probation

Itis further ORDERED that during & perinds of suspansion, Respondent shall ke

under the following terms and conditions:
7. Respondent shal! net viclate any ferm of this judgment.
8.  Respondent shall not engage in professional misconduct as defined by Rule

1.08(W) of tha Texas Rules of Disciplinary Pracadure.
8. Respendent shall not vinlate any stets or federal criminal statuims,

e g
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10.  Respondent shall keen State Bar of Texas membership department notifiad of
current malling, residence and business addresses and telephons nuimbers.

11.  Respondent shall comply with Minimum Continving Legal Edusaton
requiremeants.

12 Ftt:w?.;3cm«:|¢mft3 shall comply with Interest on Lawyers Trust Account (OLTA)
requirements.

18.  Respondent shall promptly respond to any request for informetion from the Chief
Disciplinary Counsel in cennection with any invesfigation of any allegations of
professional miscanduct.

4. Forthe year 2045, in addition to complying with the Minimum Continuing Legal
Education (MCLE) raquiremants of the State Bsr af Texas, Respondent shall
complete six (8) additonal hours of continuing legal education in the araa of
Ethiss. These additlonal hours of CLE ara to be completed befors October 15,
2015. Within ten (10) days of the completion of thees additional CLE hours,
Respondet shall verify completion of the course to the State Bar of Texas, via

Colorado St., Sulte 200, Ausfin, TX 78701,

15.  Forthe year 2018, In addifion to comiplying with the Minimum Contiuing Legal
Education (MGLE) requiraments of the Siate Bar of Taxas, Respondent shall
complete six (§) addiional hours of continuing legal education in the areg of
Ethies. These additionat hours of CLE are to be tompleted befare Oclobar 15,
2016. Within tan (10} days of the campletion of these additional CLE heurs,
Respandent shall Verify completion of the course to the Stata Bar of Texas, via
USPS: Office of the GDC, State Bar of Texas, P.O, Box 12487, Austin, TX
78711-2487; or via Delivery: Offica of the COG, State Bar of Texas, 1414
Colorado St, Suite 200, Austin, TX 78701,

18. Respondent shall make contect witlh the Chisf Discipfinary Counsel's Officay’
Compliance Monitor at 877.953-5535, ext 1334 and Special Programs
Coordinator at 877-053-5535, ext. 1323, not later than seven {7) days afler
recaipt of a copy of this judgrment to cpordinate Respondent's compliance.

Erobation Ravocatjen
Upan infarmation that Respendent has violated a tamn of this Judgment, the Chief
Piacipinary Counsel miay, in addifon ta all sther ramsdies availabis, fila a mation ta avoke
probation pursuant to Rule 2.23 of the Texas Rulas of Distiplinary Procedurs with the
Board of Disciplinary Appsals (‘RBODA") and serve g copy of the matlan on Respondent
pursuant o Tex.R.Chv.P. 21a,

CFE-16
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BODA shall esnductar evidentiary hearing. Atthe hearing, BODA shall determine
by @ preponderance of the evidence whether Respondent haz violated any tem of this
Judgmentt, If BODA finds grounds for revocation, BODA shall enter an order revoking
probatian and placing Respendent on active suspension from the date of such revocation
order. Respondent skall not bs given credit for any term of probatien served prior tg
revocation.

Ris further ORDERED that any conduct onthe part uf Respandent whicl sarves as
the basis for a motion to revoke probation may alsa be brought asindependenteroundsfor
discipiine as ellowed under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professiona| Conduct and
Texas Rules of Disciptinary Procedure,

Restitution, Attorney’s Epas and Expenses

itis further ORDERED Respundent shail pay restitution on or before April 15, 2014,
fo Sheila Stine in the amount of $2,500,00. Respondent shall pay the: restitution by
certified or cashier's check or money order made payable to Sheila Stine and delivered o
the State Bar of Texas, Chief Diseiplinary Counsel’s Office, P.0. Box 12487, Austin, TX
T8711-2487 (1414 Colorada St., Austin, TX 78701).

It i further ORDERED Respondent shall pay all reasonable and necessary
attomey's fees and direct expenses to the State Bar of Texas In the amaunt of $1,350.00,
The payment shail ba due and payable on or before April 15, 2014, and shai ba made by
certified or cgshier's check or money ordsr. Respondent shall forwerd the funds, mads
paysble o fhe State Bar of Texas, to the Chief Disciplinary Counsel's Office. P.O. Box
12467, Austin, TX 78711-2487 (1414 Colorade St Austin, TX 78701).

R8s Dafault Jusqment of Parliafly Frobated Susnension
Page 8 of g
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ftis further ORDERED that all amounts ordered herei ars due to the misconduct of
Respondent, are assessed ss a part of the sanciion in accordance with Rule 1.08(Z) of the
Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procadure, Any amount not paid shall accrus nteract at the
meximum legal rate per annum url paid and the State Ba'r of Texas shall have all wits
and offier postiudgment remedies agalnst Respandent i order to gollaet aff unpaid
amolnts.

Eubjlcation
This sugpension shall bs made a matter of record and appropriately published fn

acconiancs with the Texas Rules of Diselplinary Procedure.

Other Ralief

Al requested relief not expressly granted hereln is expressly DENIED,

SIGNED this @ay of /%fﬂd_ , 2014,

EVIDENTIARY PANEL
DISTRIGCT NG, 88
STATE BAR OF TEXAS

District 8-8 Presiding Wembear
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EXHIBIT B
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AFFIDAVIT OF DAWN M. KORMAN

STATE OF TEXAS . § .
. : §
COUNTY OF WILLIAMSON s

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appéared Dawn M.’
Korman, who, being by me duly sworti stated as Follows: |

i My name is Dawn M, Korman, I am-competent to make this affidavit. I am over
18 years of dge, of sound mind, and have never been convicted of a felony. or a crime involving
moral turpitude, and am qualified to make this affidavit. The facts stated in this affiidavit are
within my personal knowledge and are triie and carrect. g

2. Iobtained my license to practice law in Texas in 1988, and have practiced
primarily in the atea of family law for more than 25 years,

3.  Since atleast 2010, I have suffered from depression. I have gone through phases
whére I am better and functioning, and phases where I could not function. 1have received '
treatment and am currently undergoing counseling, which has helped significantly. During this
time, period, I was unemployed for periods of time, worked for myself for periods of time, and -
more recently, began fiull time employment with the Law Offices of Jim Jarvis. =

4. In 2012, at the request of a friend, I agreed to do some divoree work for a clientin .
Austin, Texas. At the time, I was unemployed and working for myself. That representation
ultimately resulted in a complaint against me, and sometime between November 2012 and
Jamuary 2013, I received 2 letter from the Bar telling me thet the complaint did not rise to the
level of a grievance. ' .

5. In2013, a process server served me with 2 new complaint from the same former
client, Iwas going through a particularly dark and difficult time already, when I was served.
Thus, Tignored it in order to deal with other problems in my life. :

6. In the fall of 2013, T approached Jim Jarvis about a job with his family law firm.
At first, I was only interested in working as a paralegal, because I had let my CLE lapse. Mr.
Jarvig, however, assisted me with obtaining my CLE and hired me as an associate attorney. His
firm has a highly competent support staff, working there has been a huge blessing, and has
helped me truly enjoy practicing law again.

7. Onthe moming of April 26, 2014, a Saturday, I was in the process of leaving my
home to take my daughter to her soccer game and run several errands. There was a knock on the
door, Yanswered it, and saw it was a process server. I immediately felt lightheaded and scared.

I could see from the letterhead on the firsi page that it was from the Bar, and I quickly scanned
just the first page, to see if T could tell how bad it was. [was extremely distressed because at that
time, T had really turned & corner in my life (in large part due to Mr. Jarvis and my employment
with his firm) and was finally feeling hopeful. My eyes caught the word “private reprimand” in
the letter, and I felt immediate relief. I felt like the luckiest person in the world, with a huge
weight off my shoulders, and I put the papess in a drawer,
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8. The two weeks that followed the April 26, 2014 service were very busy for me.
On May 14, 2014, I walked into the office and both the Office Manager and ‘paralegal told me
about an email we had received from opposing counsel on a new case. Opposing counsel had
looked mie up on the Bar website, and had sent an email inquiring about my status, because the
website showed me suspended. I'was shocked and temporarily confused. subsequently learned
that an Evidentiary Panel had entered a Defitlt Judgment against me suspending me from
practice, based on my failure to respond to the grievance. '

9. May 14, 2014 was the first time I learned that I had been suspended, and that the
suspension began on April 15, 2014. Prior to April 26, 2014, I never received any mailing
notifying me that I had been suspended. I immediately told-Mr. Jarvis, who has been completely
supportive. In addition, soon after T leamed I had been suspended, I obtained counsel to help me
deal directly with this problem. '

10.  Idonot believe my continued practice of law poses 2 continying threat to the
welfare of my clients, the clients of the Law Offices of Jim Jarvis, or fo the public. Iam part of a
law fixm (ot practicing solo) and as an associate, I am closely supervised by Mz, Jarvis. The ‘
firm also has highly competent support staff. Iam currently feeling well, my depression is under °
control, and I fee] that I can still use my over two decades of experience ds a family law atiomey

to'benefit clients. '
FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT
DAWN M, KO
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME on . } » 2014, to certify which
witness my hand and official seal.

Notary Public in and for the State of Texas
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